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Georg von Peuerbach, Theoricae novae planetarum, Nürnberg 1473 
 
 
Peuerbach’s renowned work on the theory of planets - actually a lecture script 
by his student Regiomontan - was written in 1460, one year before his death. 
 
The Theoricae novae planetarum are based on the familiar teachings of 
Ptolemy, Al-Battani, Al-Farghani and caliph Al-Mammun’s astronomer, whose 
name is unknown. The word “novae” in the title is not meant to refer to a 
completely new theory but only to emphasize that this work is a compilation of 
the latest contemporary scientific knowledge. 
 
Peuerbach’s work gradually replaced leading textbooks of the time such as 
Sphaera materialis by Johannes de Sacrobosco. By 1653 the Theoricae novae 
was printed no less than 56 times, which made it to one of the most significant 
scientific books in the Renaissance. Even Kepler and Kopernikus founded 
their theories on this work. 
 
The invention of the incunabulum is attributed to Peuerbach’s pupil Johannes 
Müller von Königsberg (Regiomontanus). After he had left the court of King 
Matthias Corvinus of Hungary in 1471, Regiomontanus settled in Nürnberg, 
where he was granted the right of establishment until November 29, 1471 (at 
first until Christmas 1472 only). According to newer sources Regiomonatnus’ 
printing office was located in the Karthäusergasse (in the vicinity of today’s 
German National Museum). Around 1474 he published an ambitious 
publication catalogue entitled “Hec opera fient in oppido Nuremberga 
Germanie ductu Ioannis de Monteregio”. As the first two entries of the long list 
were mentioned “Theorice nov[a]e planetarum Georgii Purbachii astronomi 
celebratissimi: cum figurationibus opportunis” and “Marci Manlii astronomica”. 
Added to both titles was the following important note: “Hec duo explicita sunt”, 
declaring that these two books had already been printed. 
 
According to Aschbach’s “Geschichte der Universität Wien im ersten 
Jahrhunderte ihres Bestehens” (Vienna 1865) Regiomontanus was the first 
scholar who was aware of the importance of book printing for science and who  
turned it to good account in the fields of mathematics and astronomy. 
It goes without saying that publishing Peuerbach’s major works (some 
unfinished) played a central role in this respect. 
 
 
Lit.: G. Hamann (Hg.), Regiomontanus-Studien, Wien 1980; F. Samhaber, Die Zeitzither – Georg von 
Peuerbach und das helle Mittelalter. Raab 2000; H. Grössing (Hg.), Der die Sterne liebte – Georg von 
Peuerbach und seine Zeit, Wien 2002. –  An annotated English translation of Theoricae novae 
planetarum was published in 1987 by E. J. Aiton in Osiris (2nd series, 1987, Jg.  3, pg. 5-44). 
 
 
This text has been taken from F. Kerschbaum, T. Posch, Der historische 
Buchbestand der Universitätssternwarte Wien. Ein illustrierter Katalog. Part 1. Text 
translated by R. Partl 


























































































